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Abstract

Peace Education is a much needed and value-based curricula for whole life, particularly in
today’s world where every human being is often encountering violence and chaos. Peace
Education is peculiarly admired with empathy and coexistence among individuals and
communities across the world. The effective and meaningful Peace Education is possible
only when it is adopted according to the social and cultural and spiritual values in co-
ordinance with the universal human values.

Well, Peace Education as such does not have any universally accepted definition, however,
some abstract definitions may be referred as following:

“Peace is not only the absence of conflict, but also requires a positive, dynamic participatory
process where dialogue is encouraged and conflicts are solved in a spirit of mutual
understanding and cooperation.” —“Theresa M. Bey and Gwendolyn U. Turner(1995)”.
“The world will live in peace, only when the individuals composing it make up their minds to
do so.”-“Mahatma Gandhi”.

“Peace is not just the absence of conflict; peace is the creation of an environment where all
can flourish, regardless of race, colour, creed, religion, gender, class, caste, or any other
social markers of difference. - “Nelson Mandela”.

“Only through compassion and inner peace, can one spread peace in the world. Inner peace
leads to a peaceful individual and then this peaceful individual can build a peaceful family,
then a peaceful community, then a peaceful world.”’- “Dalai Lama”.

R/

% “Peace Education is a mechanism for the transformation from a culture of violence to a
culture of peace through a process of ‘conscientization’.”- “Friere”.

Keywords:Peace Education, Justice, Human Rights, Non-violence, Conflicts, Humane,
Global Society, Discrimination, Peace Thinkers, Dialogue, Negotiation and
Reconciliation.
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Introduction
linked,
Education refer to as a positive concept

Intricately Peace and Peace
that implies and involves the standards of
justice, living in stability with nature and
provided that meaningful involvement to
citizens in their voted Government. Peace
in itself involves human  Dbeings
functioning jointly to resolve conflicts,
respect values of justice, satisfy basic
needs and respect human rights. In parallel
to this, Peace Education provides the
milestones to the learners by making them
learn to respect life and the dignity of each
human being without discrimination and
prejudice. Peace-Thinkers all over the
world have emphasized the need for
cultivating peace as a central tenet of
human development in order to empower
individuals with tools for dialogue,
negotiation, and reconciliation.

The core concepts put forward in the
above definitions are the pathways to learn
the skills, attitudes and values in order to
create and adopt peace as the basic life
rule. Peace Education helps the pupil to
cope with the conflicts by creatively
applying the methods of behavioral skills
for peace-building and co-existence among
the whole of humanity. Peace Education
in its real essence is a good intentioned
attempt to resolve the problems and

conflicts and violence ranging from local
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to universal

levels, hence creating a

sustainable world for mutual co-existence.

Aims of Peace Education

To make a better, healthy, safe,
peaceful and united place for
people to live in globally. To build
a new peaceful world where
everyone may turn into agents for
social change.

Make aware all the concerned
about the existence of hostile
relationships between people and
between nations.

Explore the reasons of conflicts
and violence rooted  within
perceptions, values and attitudes of
individuals as well as within social
and political structures of society.
Encourage the exploration for
choice and possible non-violent
skills. To develop skills to help the
learners in striving for the richness
of life.

To promote positive changes in
order to make the world a healthier
and more kind place. To work for a
excellent dream of peace and a
feasible global society.

To foster peace as a state of being
and as a lively practice for the
promotion of positive human
relations.

To promote peace-orientation
among the students through
education, orientation programs,
awareness workshops, skill
development programs and Mental-
hygiene treatment camps.

To uphold Peace Education at
diverse at poles apart levels such as
personal or self-development level,
schools or community level,
national level and word level. It
can be  adopted as an
interdisciplinary model as well.
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Key Components of Peace
Education-

1. Peace Education as an Incorporated
Curriculum: Peace Education is to be
incorporated in the School curriculum as a
conscious process. Being an
interdisciplinary subject, it engulfs all the
major subjects such as Geography,
Science, Social Studies, and History. By
inculcating Peace as a norm of Subject
Curriculum, Education for Peace can be
brought about as a lifestyle, a catalyst for
activating a democratic culture and secular
culture as well.

2. Peace Education as a Source of Self-
Enlightenment: Providing Peace
Education as an impetus will delve into the
human conscience to live peacefully, an
individual needs to incorporate skills of
positive thinking, empathy, sublime
character, good decision making, assertive
behaviour, and most of all admiration for
all humanity.

3. Peace Education as a value-based
ideology: Peace Education includes
commonality and engulfing the diversity
of human cultures into one shell. Thus
promoting Peace Education as a Value-
based ideology, it incorporates an
understanding of cultural, ethnic, and
ideological differences as a common

bridge to attain peace.

4. Peace Education as a Moral and
Ethical Chapter of life: The incorporated
ethical values of Peace Education bring
about the values of honesty, integrity,
trustworthiness, forgiveness, politeness,
love & unity, patience, compassion,
courtesy, honouring and respect among the
various ethnicities living on the planet
earth.

5. Peace Education through Media: In
the present times of pseudo-information,
Peace Education will act as an anti-violent
and non-aggressive force to enable the
pupil to comprehend the right behaviour,
motivation, and moral attitude towards the
people with opposite thought and actions.
Peace Education critically evaluates the
media messages and helps counteract
propaganda and hate speech. Peace
Education acts a catalyst against the
violence and hatred, commonly prevalent
in today’s media-based society.

Peace Education through Schooling:

As a natural part of societal existence
conflicts do arise among various people
and the sections of the society, its the
Educational institutions such as Schools
which will serve as beacons of peace to
bring diversity under one union. Schools
can act as conflict-reducing agents by
designing and promoting programs that
encourage Peace at every cost. Some of the
varied initiatives schools can arrange can

be briefly discussed as below:
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Schools need to assess the factors
which cause the conflicts arising at
various levels.

Schools need to plan the tackling
of the conflicts with transparency
under proper guidance and well
trained staff.

Schools need to chalk-out the plan
for institutionalizing the peace
management as a part of practical
course in the school syllabi.

To train the management and
teachers to handle the conflict
situation and make it practically
viable in making the pupil
understand the ways to tackle the
same.

To hire or recruit the specialized
Peace-Trainees to educate and train
the Teachers, Students,
Counsellors, Administrators and
even the Parents about conflict-
management initiatives.

To evaluate activities on term basis
that whether the goals and
objectives set are achieved within
the stipulated time and as per
expectation within a certain area
and elsewhere.

To teach the pupil the ways to
manage a range of methods for
alleviating or eliminating the

sources of conflict.

e To teach the students a dynamic
solution where conflicts could be
resolved by arriving at a peaceful
mutual agreements between the
parties.

As analysed, Peace Education is a blessing
for the whole humanity, yet it does face a
lot of challenges in a stereotype society,
where there is a difference of opinion and
the clash of ideas which inversely affect
the growth and propagation of Peace at
various levels as:

1. Looming Wars&Violence: War being
a detrimental factor to resist Peace in every
possible way is a big hindrance in the path
towards achieving our goals. The threat to
human rights and safety, wars play a vital
role in making the life miserable for the
creatures including humans to sustain on
Earth. Biological, Chemical and Nuclear
weapons are so deadly to human existence,
that beven its non-use poses a severe threat
to the survival of creatures on the global
level.

2. Deprivation, Poverty and Economic
Inequality: poverty being a state of
deprivation often reflects the inability to
satisfy basic minimum needs for a
sustained and reasonable life. Poverty is
one of the major factors responsible for
unrest among the people. The limited
availability of resources brings down the
morale and surges fear among the human

beings to fight for the survival rather than
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survive for the fittest. Hence, suspicion,
mistrust and insecurity, alongwith fear
gives birth to the crimes leading to
violence by the people who are supposed

to live peacefully.

3. Lack of Infrastructure: Schools,
Colleges and University besides NOT
considering Peace Education as a part of
their regular Curriculum, also lack the
financial as well as infrastructural support
to effectively implement the programs for
Peace Education.

of Teachers&
Methodology in  Peace

4. Absence/Lagging
Teaching
Education Training: The requisite and
sufficient amount of skills or knowledge
to teach and train the pupil in Educational
Institutions regarding Peace  content
effectively is either absent or lagging in
the Schools, Colleges and Universities.
This vacuum has posed a lot of hindrance
in implementing Peace as a source of vital
ingredient for human survival. Thus,
Education as a whole has been marred by
the absence of conscience.

5. Political Policies: Varied political
interests and motivated policies limit the
scope of propagation Peace as subject and
as the norm of living. It’s not only the
confined regions, but the whole globe does
get affected due to the motivated political
agendas, where rugged interests prioritize

nationalism or pride over global peace,

thus causing hindrance and an upheaval
task for attaining peace and implementing
peace education at the levels wherever
needed.

Global Initiative for Peace Education
Global Citizenship Education (GCED):
Global citizenship education programme
UNESCO. The

programme aims to develop critical

was initiated by

thinking among the society and aware the
people about multi-perspective society and
respect the pluralism. It aims to transfer
society in active mode. The programme
has promoted inclusive and democratic
learning  environment  in  schools
throughout the world.

Seeds of Peace: Another programme is the
seed of peace programme which is non
profit organization. It indented to bring the
youth together from the conflict zone,
especially from Middle East and South
Africa. This programme has boosted the
brotherhood and mutual understanding
among the participants.

Peace Education Initiative in Rwanda:
Rwanda has passed through genocide in
1994. The country has recovered its
communal wound through its peace
education programme. The programme has
made good revert and rebuilt the nation. It
has promoted the tolerance among the
population of Rwanda

Techno- Support for peace education:
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Online Education: There many online
platforms through MOODLE system
which  disseminate peace education
throughout the world. The contribution of
platform like Courseera and edX are

incredible in educating the global audience

Story telling in Digital Platform
Nowadays social media has very pervasive
effect in society at global level. Hence the
teacher community as well as social
activist can create ample stories which
inculcate value and peace among the
people.
Virtual Reality
Virtual reality can impact the affective
domain of the society. It really touches the
heart o the people. so the virtual
experience of the violence and its affected
people can be aware the remaining people
of the world to act against violence and
genocide and there by propagate peace.
Strategies to promote peace education
e Strategic and dedicated efforts is
needed to promote and proliferate
peace education
e Central and state government
should be formulate policies for
peace education
e Curriculum must be revised to
promote peace education
e Collaboration of different

stakeholders such as government

and nongovernmental organization
in the field of peace education
e Community empowerment
programme through education
awareness and multi cultural
summit etc
Conclusion
Educational values are openly relative to
Peace education. The connection between
diverse subjects in curricula must be
bringing together for inculcating values
and peace among the young generation. A
many fold strategies should be adopted to
achieve numerous goals meant to attain
peace at every level. Thus, the future of
our better tomorrow depends on our ability
to infuse peace education from primary to
higher levels. This can only be made
possible where and when actions and
consequences are discussed, examined and
put to practice in a world of compassion
and patience. As the People’s President of
India, Dr. A.P.J. Abul Kalam aptly said,
“When there is righteousness in the heart,
there is beauty in the character. When
there isbeauty in the character, there is
harmony in the home. When there is
harmony in the home, there is order in the
nation.
“When there is order in the nation, there is
peace in the world.”.
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