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Abstract  

The paper examines Tomi Adeyemi’s Children of Blood and Bone as a significant act of 

mythological revival and cultural reclamation, foregrounding West African—particularly 

Yoruba—spiritual traditions within the framework of contemporary high fantasy. The novel 

reimagines the Orisha pantheon and integrates Yoruba language, ritual practices, and 

cosmology to construct a narrative world that deliberately challenges the Eurocentric 

foundations of the fantasy genre. Rather than using cultural elements as decorative motifs, 

Adeyemi positions myth and ancestry as central narrative forces that shape identity, resistance, 

and historical memory. The study analyzes how the suppression of magic in the novel operates as 

an allegory for systemic oppression, racial violence, and cultural genocide, drawing parallels to 

both historical injustices and present-day structures of power. Issues such as colorism, state-

sanctioned brutality, and the erasure of marginalized voices are explored through the lens of 

mythic symbolism and collective memory. The paper argues that Children of Blood and Bone 

demonstrates how the resurrection of ancestral gods and mythologies can function as a form of 

narrative activism, reaffirming cultural identity and asserting the enduring relevance of African 

cosmologies in reshaping dominant literary traditions. 

Keywords: West African Mythology, Yoruba Cosmology, Orisha, Post-Colonial Literature, 
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Tomi Adeyemi’s Children of Blood 

and Bone marks a significant departure from 

the traditional canon of Young Adult fantasy, 

which has historically drawn heavily from 

medieval European history and folklore. Set 

in the fictional kingdom of Orïsha, the 

narrative is an explicit homage to West 

African heritage, specifically the culture and 

cosmology of the Yoruba people of Nigeria. 

The novel operates on two distinct levels: as 

an epic quest to restore magic to a broken 

world and as a cultural excavation that 

breathes life into suppressed spiritualities. 

Adeyemi’s world-building is rooted in the 

tangible reality of Nigerian geography and 

tradition, transforming the Lagos-Ibadan 

expressway into jungle paths and traditional 

dashikis into armor, thereby grounding the 

fantastical elements in a celebrated cultural 

reality. 

The mythological and cultural study 

of Tomi Adeyemi's Children of Blood and 

Bone reveals the rich Yoruba-inspired world-

building that underpins the narrative. The 

novel is a testament to the power of 

mythology in shaping cultural identity and 

informing literary works. Adeyemi draws 

upon Yoruba mythology, incorporating 

elements like the Orishas, maji, and the 

afterlife. The novel's exploration of 

mythological themes offers insights into the 

human condition and the struggle for power 

and identity. The text reflects the cultural 

significance of mythology in shaping 

cultural attitudes and values. By studying 

the mythological and cultural aspects of the 

novel, readers can gain a deeper 

understanding of the cultural context. The 

novel's use of mythological and cultural 

references adds depth and complexity to the 

narrative. Adeyemi's writing reflects the 

importance of respecting and understanding 

cultural traditions. The mythological and 

cultural study of the novel highlights the 

interconnectedness of literature, culture, and 

identity. The novel's exploration of 

mythological themes offers a unique 

perspective on the human experience. 

The cultural and mythological 

significance of Children of Blood and Bone 

lies in its representation of Yoruba 

mythology and culture. Adeyemi's writing 

reflects the rich cultural heritage of the 

Yoruba people and their traditions. The 

novel's use of mythological and cultural 

references highlights the importance of 

cultural identity and self-discovery. By 

studying the mythological and cultural 

aspects of the novel, readers can gain a 

deeper understanding of the cultural context. 

The text explores themes of identity, power, 

and resistance, reflecting the complexities of 
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cultural heritage. The novel's portrayal of 

the Orishas and maji offers insights into the 

cultural significance of mythology. 

Adeyemi's writing is a testament to the 

power of literature to shape cultural attitudes 

and inspire empathy. The mythological and 

cultural study of the novel is an important 

tool for understanding the complex 

relationships between culture, mythology, 

and identity. The novel's exploration of 

mythological themes offers a unique 

perspective on the human experience. The 

cultural and mythological significance of the 

novel lies in its ability to inspire empathy 

and understanding. 

It also involves examining the ways 

in which the text reflects and shapes cultural 

attitudes. Adeyemi's writing reflects the 

cultural significance of mythology in 

shaping cultural identity and informing 

literary works. The novel's use of 

mythological and cultural references adds 

depth and complexity to the narrative. By 

studying the mythological and cultural 

aspects of the novel, readers can gain a 

deeper understanding of the cultural context. 

The text explores themes of identity, power, 

and resistance, reflecting the complexities of 

cultural heritage. The novel's portrayal of 

the Orishas and maji offers insights into the 

cultural significance of mythology. 

Adeyemi's writing is a testament to the 

power of literature to shape cultural attitudes 

and inspire empathy. The mythological and 

cultural study of the novel highlights the 

interconnectedness of literature, culture, and 

identity. The novel's exploration of 

mythological themes offers a unique 

perspective on the human experience. The 

cultural and mythological significance of the 

novel lies in its ability to inspire empathy 

and understanding. 

At the heart of the novel’s 

mythological framework is the pantheon of 

the Orishas, deities from the Yoruba religion 

(Ifá). In the book, magic is not an arbitrary 

force but a divine connection to these gods. 

The ten clans of the Maji are each gifted 

with powers corresponding to a specific 

deity, creating a direct lineage between the 

human and the divine. For instance, the 

Reapers follow Oya, the goddess of life and 

death, while the Burners channel the power 

of Shango, the god of thunder and lightning. 

This structure does more than categorize 

magic; it educationalizes the reader on a 

belief system that was systematically 

demonized during colonial rule. By placing 

these deities at the center of the protagonists' 

power, Adeyemi re-sanctifies a mythology 

that has often been dismissed as superstition 
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in Western discourse, presenting it instead as 

a complex, elemental force of nature. 

The cultural immersion extends 

beyond theology into language and ritual. 

The incantations used to summon magic in 

the book are written in Yoruba, the native 

tongue of over 40 million people in West 

Africa. This linguistic choice is a powerful 

act of decolonization. In the narrative, the 

suppression of magic by the ruling class 

mirrors the real-world historical suppression 

of African languages and customs by 

colonial powers. When the protagonist, 

Zélie, speaks the ancient tongue to ignite her 

powers, it symbolizes a resistance against 

cultural erasure. As Zélie pleads, "Just help 

me. Ràn mí lọ́wọ́. Please," the use of the 

native tongue becomes a desperate, tangible 

link to survival (CBB 19). Furthermore, the 

rituals described—such as the connection to 

the Sky Mother and the reverence for 

ancestors—echo the real-world importance 

of community and lineage in African 

societies, emphasizing that one’s strength is 

always borrowed from those who came 

before. 

However, the cultural study of 

Children of Blood and Bone cannot be 

separated from its sociopolitical allegory. 

The conflict between the maji (those with 

magic) and the kosidan (those without) 

serves as a sharp critique of colorism and 

systemic racism. The maji are identifiable 

by their stark white hair and are subjected to 

slurs, heavy taxation, and state-sanctioned 

violence. The narrative does not shy away 

from the brutality of this oppression; the 

inciting incident of the "Raid," where all 

adult maji were slaughtered, evokes the 

trauma of real-world genocides. Adeyemi 

explicitly draws these parallels, writing, 

"They don’t hate you, my child. They hate 

what you were meant to become," a 

sentiment that resonates with the fears 

surrounding Black potential in oppressive 

structures (CBB45). Through the lens of 

fantasy, Adeyemi explores the psychological 

weight of growing up in a society that fears 

your existence, drawing uncomfortable but 

necessary parallels to modern movements 

against police brutality and institutional bias. 

Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi 

Adeyemi is a richly woven tapestry of 

Yoruba mythology and culture, creating a 

vivid and immersive world that will 

transport you to a realm of magic and 

wonder �. The novel's world-building is 

meticulous, with Adeyemi drawing upon the 

complexities of Yoruba mythology to craft a 

society where magic is a part of everyday 

life, and the boundaries between the spiritual 
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and physical realms are blurred. The 

Orishas, ancient gods with immense powers, 

are integral to the narrative, and their 

presence is felt throughout the story. The 

maji, individuals with the ability to wield 

magic, are a fascinating aspect of the world, 

and their struggles and triumphs are deeply 

compelling. 

Zélie, the protagonist, is a complex 

and dynamic character, driven by grief, 

anger, and a fierce determination to restore 

magic to her people. Her journey is a 

powerful exploration of identity, trauma, and 

resilience, and her growth throughout the 

novel is both satisfying and heartbreaking . 

The supporting cast, including Inan and 

Amara, are equally well-developed, with 

their own motivations and conflicts that add 

depth to the narrative. The relationships 

between the characters are authentic and 

nuanced, making it easy to become invested 

in their struggles and triumphs. The novel's 

exploration of themes like oppression, 

colonialism, and resistance is timely and 

thought-provoking, and Adeyemi's writing is 

both lyrical and evocative . 

The novel's magic system is intricate 

and well-developed, with Adeyemi drawing 

upon Yoruba mythology to create a unique 

and captivating system of magic. The action 

scenes are fast-paced and intense, and the 

plot twists will keep you on the edge of your 

seat . The emotional resonance of the novel 

is undeniable, and Adeyemi's writing is both 

powerful and poignant. _Children of Blood 

and Bone_ is a love letter to Yoruba culture 

and heritage, and a testament to the power of 

representation and diversity in literature. 

With its complex characters, rich world-

building, and timely themes, this novel is a 

must-read for anyone looking for a 

captivating and thought-provoking fantasy 

adventure . 

  Children of Blood and Bone is a 

testament to the resilience of culture against 

the forces of oppression. By weaving the 

rich tapestry of Yoruba mythology into a 

mainstream blockbuster narrative, Adeyemi 

asserts that Black history and African 

folklore are not niche interests but universal 

epics worthy of global attention. The novel 

suggests that culture is not static; it is a 

living weapon and a healing balm. As Zélie 

realizes, "We are all children of blood and 

bone. All instruments of vengeance and 

virtue," the story concludes that identity is 

both a biological reality and a spiritual 

choice (CBB 520). The work stands as a 

monument to the idea that even when 

history is rewritten by the victors, the magic 

of the ancestors remains in the blood and 
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bone of the living, waiting only to be 

awakened. 
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